
12/10  (Tuesday) Parish Committee meeting at 10am. 

12/13  (Friday) Funeral service of IRENE OBZUT at 11.30am in John F. Tierney 

  Funeral Home in Menchester, CT. 

12/14  (Saturday) CHRISTMAS FOOD SALE 10am-2pm. 

12/21  (Saturday) ALL DAY ADORATION & RETREAT (with Healing Prayer  

  Service) Consider joining the adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in  

  silence for 1 hour between 9am to 3pm & the Advent retreat from 10am 

  to 1pm. The list for the adoration is on the small table in the back of the 

  church—feel free to put your name in an empty slot. 

 

• “POLISH CHRISTMAS CAROLS 2019” CD with additional booklet is available in the 

back of the church. You can listen to the Polish carols and follow the text in the 

booklet along with English translation. All donations will be dedicated to developing 

the music service at St. John’s. 

• Today’s THREE MINUTE LITURGICAL CATECHISM about: “The blessed hay” 

• We would like to remind you about the possibility to offer a Holy Mass in your 

own, particular intention! Take one of the envelopes from the back of the Church, 

write down your intention and return it to Fr. Adam. Please, consider this oppor-

tunity especially during the month of December as we prepare ourselves for Christ-

mas celebrations. 

 

COMMUNITY COMING EVENTS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ADVENT RETREAT at St. John’s in Manchester, CT 
 

10.00 - Healing Prayer Service (after the Gospel reading Fr. Henry’s preaching) 

11.30 - Final Blessing in the Church / 2nd preaching of Fr. Henry in the church hall 

12.00-12.30 - Lunch time! (pizza) 
 

Retreat donation = $10 per person 

SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 
POLISH NATIONAL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
23 Golway Street, Manchester, CT 06042 
Official website: www.saintjohnspncc.com 
Facebook: John the Baptist, Manchester CT 
Rectory phone: 860-643-5906  
 

ADMINISTRATOR - Rev. Adam Piekarzewski 

HOLY MASS 

• 10.00 am  

 

 

MASS  
INTENTIONS 

If you would like to have 
a Mass said for a particular 
intention, you must stop by 
the Parish Office or the sacri-
sty in the Church before/after 
Sunday mass. Masses can be 
said for a deceased person or 
as a special intention for the 
living. You may reserve a Sun-
day of your choice, and your 
intention will be published in 
the parish bulletin. 

We encourage you to offer  
a Mass on the occasion of  
a birthday, anniversary or 
special personal (family) need. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

MASS INTENTION - 10am 

For JANE KONOPACKI (req. by Diane Makles) 

 

INTROIT  

C: A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimo-

ny, to testify to the light, so that all might believe through Him. 

R: He was not the light, but came to testify to the light. 

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy  

Spirit. 

R: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 

December 8, 2019 



A reading from the Letter of St. Paul 

to the Romans. 

Brothers and sisters: 
Whatever was written previously was 
written for our instruction, that by enduran-
ce and by the encouragement of the Scrip-
tures we might have hope. 
May the God of endurance and encourage-
ment grant you to think in harmony with 
one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus, 
that with one accord you may with one voi-
ce glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome one another, then, as Christ wel-
comed you, for the glory of God. 
For I say that Christ became a minister of 
the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, 
to confirm the promises to the patriarchs, 
but so that the Gentiles might glorify God 
for his mercy. As it is written: 
Therefore, I will praise you among the Genti-
les and sing praises to your name.            
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       
 Thanks be to God.  

READING 1        IS 11:1-10   

READING 2     ROM 15:4-9 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet 

Isaiah. 

On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump 

of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him: a spirit 

of wisdom and of understanding, a spirit of coun-

sel and of strength, a spirit of knowledge and of 

fear of the LORD, and his delight shall be the fear 

of the LORD. Not by appearance shall he judge, 

nor by hearsay shall he decide, but he shall judge 

the poor with justice, and decide aright for the 

land's afflicted. He shall strike the ruthless with 

the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 

lips he shall slay the wicked. 

Justice shall be the band around his waist, 

and faithfulness a belt upon his hips. 

Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, 

and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 

the calf and the young lion shall browse together, 

with a little child to guide them. The cow and the 

bear shall be neighbors, together their young shall 

rest; the lion shall eat hay like the ox. The baby 

shall play by the cobra's den, and the child lay his 

hand on the adder's lair. There shall be no harm 

or ruin on all my holy mountain; for the earth 

shall be filled with knowledge of the LORD, as 

water covers the sea. On that day, the root of 

Jesse, set up as a signal for the nations, the Genti-

les shall seek out, for his dwelling shall be glo-

rious.    

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                         PS 72 
„Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.” 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory be to You, Lord. 

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea and saying, "Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had 

spoken when he said: A voice of one crying out in the desert, Prepare the way of 

the Lord, make straight his paths. John wore clothing made of camel's hair 

and had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. At 

that time Jerusalem, all Judea, and the whole region around the Jordan were going 

out to him and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as they acknowled-

ged their sins. When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 

baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

coming wrath? Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance. And do not pre-

sume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you, 

God can raise up children to Abraham from these stones. Even now the ax lies at 

the root of the trees. Therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit 

will be cut down and thrown into the fire. I am baptizing you with water, for repen-

tance, but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to 

carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 

fan is in his hand. He will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into his 

barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."             

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

GOSPEL                  MT 3:1-12 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 
Our Advent journey continues.  We see two different images of the coming Reign of 

GOD.  Both are true; both can speak to us.  Isaiah speaks of a time when the Chosen 

One of GOD will come and issue in a time of peace and mutually cooperation.  The 

Responsorial Psalm declares a time when peace and justice flourish.  Paul urges the 

Romans to manifest the unity to which GOD is calling them, in and through Je-

sus.  The Gospel presents John the Baptist’s ministry of preparing people for the co-

ming of the One Who is mightier than he. 


