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PARISH ORGANISATION 

BAPTISMS:  must be arranged in person 

MARRIAGES:   6 months prior arrangement 

CONFESSIONS:  by appointment 

SICK VISITS:   by appointment 

FUNERALS:   family should contact Fr. Adam as soon as possible 

If you have a family member or a friend in the hospital or sick  

at home wishing a pastoral visit, notify Fr. Adam as soon as possible to sche-

dule a visit.  

SACRAMENTS 

SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 
POLISH NATIONAL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
23 Golway Street, Manchester, CT 06042 
Official website: www.saintjohnspncc.com 
Facebook: John the Baptist, Manchester CT 
Rectory phone: 860-643-5906  
 

ADMINISTRATOR - Rev. Adam Piekarzewski 

HOLY MASS 

• 10.00 am  
- in English (po angielsku) 

• 12.00 pm  
- in Polish (po polsku) 

MASS  
INTENTIONS 

If you would like to have 
a Mass said for a particular 
intention, you must stop by 
the Parish Office or the sacri-
sty in the Church before/after 
Sunday mass. Masses can be 
said for a deceased person or 
as a special intention for the 
living. You may reserve a Sun-
day of your choice, and your 
intention will be published in 
the parish bulletin. 

We encourage you to offer  
a Mass on the occasion of  
a birthday, anniversary or 
special personal (family) need. 

 

WELCOME TO OUR COMMUNITY! 

Saint John the Baptist Parish of the Polish National Catholic Church has been 

an integral part of Manchester community for almost 90 years meeting the 

religious needs first for the Polish immigrants, and later for all residents of 

the Connecticut State. 

Consider joining us for Sunday Worship! For more than two thousand years, 

the Sunday Eucharist has been at the very heart of the life of the Christian 

Church. There is no substitute for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass! Everything 

we are and everything we do flows into and out of this act of Divine Worship. 

In addition, Catholics know that they must continually nourish their spiritual 

lives apart from Sunday Eucharist. Daily prayer, frequent reception of the 

sacraments, devotions, bible study, ongoing Christian formation and an active 

life of charity are the building blocks of what it means to be a CHRISTIAN-

CATHOLIC. You will find all of these activities in our parish and we encourage 

your participation. 

If you have questions or suggestions about the parish, you may contact us. 

Please feel free to stop by the Parish Office or to speak to one of the priests 

or lay members after Sunday Mass. 

You are very welcome to our community! 

    Fr. Adam Piekarzewski 

      Administrator 

March 31, 2019 
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Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

Contemporary Mass: Mass Book p.63 

ENTRANCE HYMN - FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS 

1 Forty days and forty nights 

you were fasting in the wild;  

forty days and forty nights 

tempted, and yet undefiled. 

  

2 Shall not we your sorrow share 

and from worldly joys abstain, 

fasting with unceasing pray’r, 

strong with you to suffer pain? 

  

3 Then if Satan on us press, 

flesh or spirit to assail, 

victor in the wilderness, 

grant that we not faint nor fail!   

  

 

 

 
INTROIT  

C: The Lord commanded the skies above; the doors of he-

aven He opened; 

R: God rained manna upon them for food; bread from 

heaven He gave them. 

C: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy  

Spirit, 

R: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 

TODAY’S MASS  
INTENTION 

10 am 

For EUGENIA  

PALUSZYNSKA  

(req. by her daughter 

Maria Bednarz) 

TODAY’S MASS  
INTENTION 

12 pm 

O zdrowie dla  

TINY MORIARTY  

(req. by Dziura’s family)  

4/05 (Friday) Stations of the Cross at 5pm. 5-6.30pm - Pierogi&Golabki Sale in our 

 church hall. 

4/07 (Sunday) Bitter Lamentations will be sung in our church every Sunday of Lent 

 at 9.40am (in English) & 11.40am (in Polish). Come before the Mass to join this 

 moving and very traditional Polish Lenten devotion. There will be a special col

 lection for the Mission Fund during the Mass. 

• Lenten Community Resolution: 3 Easter Gift Baskets which are going to be pre-

pared and donated to 3 families in need before the Easter time. Please, choose a 

product you want to buy and cross it out from the list at the altar of St. Joseph. 

Bring the product and place it in the box. We also collect other items which can be 

offered to families in need. Deadline: April 7 (Passion Sunday). 

• Community Project for 2019: fence around the backyard of the rectory. A fundrais-

ing goal for this project was $5,000. We are very happy to announce that we have 

reached our goal thanks to the generosity of parishioners, friends of St. John’s & 

thanks to the hard work of those who contributed to our Pierogi & Golabki Sales 

in Lent. Thank you very much! 

• Lent is a very special time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. We would like to re-

mind you about the possibility to offer a Holy Mass in your own, particular inten-

tion. Take one of the envelopes from the back of the Church, write down your in-

tention and return it to Fr. Adam or mail it to St. John’s. 
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COMMUNITY COMING EVENTS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

The Book of Joshua relates the Israelites’ entry into the land 

which had been promised them not only for the last forty ye-

ars, but to their ancestors for generations before that.  They 

have been wandering in the desert for over a generation.  Ve-

ry few of the original emigrants from Egypt are still 

alive.  Most of the people crossing into the Promised Land 

have been born in the desert and have known only manna, 

and occasionally quail, as food.  They will no longer be eating 

the manna which GOD had provided for them during the de-

sert experience.  They can now rejoice as they transition from 

their repentant pilgrimage into the place which GOD has given 

them – a place with rich, choice food and drink – a land flo-

wing with milk and honey. 

       St. Paul proclaims his role as ambassador of GOD’s recon-

ciling love.  Things are new now that believers have become 

part of the new creation in and through the reconciliation ma-

de possible by Jesus.  Things are new and different now.  The-

re is a new and improved relationship between GOD and the 

people.  This new relationship requires that the people live out 

the gift of faith which they have received by turning away 

from their former lives of sinfulness and proclaiming GOD’s 

love through their actions. 

       The Gospel presents the parable of the wayward offspring 

who abuses the gifts which the loving parent has given.  After 

wasting all the treasure received from the loving parent, the 

depraved one ends up working for next to nothing, longing to 

eat the scraps which the pigs (which he is feeding) leave be-

hind.  It is only after coming to the realization of what used to 

be at home (even for the servants), that the demoralized one 

decides to return to the loving home and hope to have some 

relationship with the parent who had been hurt by the acts of 

selfishness.  There is rejoicing exhibited by the loving parent 

who has eagerly awaited the return of the errant off-

spring.  The rejoicing, however, is not celebrated by the elder 

sibling.    
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GOSPEL REFLECTION 
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A reading from the second Letter of 

St. Paul to the Corinthians. 

Brothers and sisters: 

Whoever is in Christ is a new creation: 

the old things have passed away; 

behold, new things have come. 

And all this is from God, 

who has reconciled us to himself through 

Christ  

and given us the ministry of reconciliation,  

namely, God was reconciling the world to 

himself in Christ,  

not counting their trespasses against them  

and entrusting to us the message of reconci-

liation. 

So we are ambassadors for Christ, 

as if God were appealing through us. 

We implore you on behalf of Christ, 

be reconciled to God. 

For our sake he made him to be sin who did 

not know sin, 

so that we might become the righteousness 

of God in him.                     

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

       Thanks be to God.  

READING 1        JOS 5:9A, 10-12 

READING 2  2 COR 5:17-21 

A reading from the book of Joshua. 

The LORD said to Joshua,  

“Today I have removed the reproach of Egypt 

from you.” 

While the Israelites were encamped at Gilgal 

on the plains of Jericho,  

they celebrated the Passover 

on the evening of the fourteenth of the 

month. 

On the day after the Passover, 

they ate of the produce of the land  

in the form of unleavened cakes and parched 

grain. 

 

 

On that same day after the Passover,  

on which they ate of the produce of the land, 

the manna ceased. 

No longer was there manna for the Israelites,  

who that year ate of the yield of the land of 

Canaan.           

          This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                         PS 34 
„Taste and see that the Lord is good.” 



A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Glory be to You, Lord. 

Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and scribes 

began to complain, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So to them Jesus ad-

dressed this parable: “A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father, ‘Father give me 

the share of your estate that should come to me.’ So the father divided the property between 

them. After a few days, the younger son collected all his belongings and set off to a distant country 

where he squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation. When he had freely spent everything, 

a severe famine struck that country, and he found himself in dire need. So he hired himself out to 

one of the local citizens who sent him to his farm to tend the swine. And he longed to eat his fill of 

the pods on which the swine fed, but nobody gave him any. Coming to his senses he thought, ‘How 

many of my father’s hired workers have more than enough food to eat, but here am I, dying from 

hunger. I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him, “Father, I have sinned against he-

aven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as you would treat one of 

your hired workers.”’ So he got up and went back to his father. While he was still a long way off, his 

father caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion. He ran to his son, embraced him and 

kissed him. His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer 

deserve to be called your son.’ But his father ordered his servants, ‘Quickly bring the finest robe and 

put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. 

Then let us celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he 

was lost, and has been found.’ Then the celebration began. Now the older son had been out in the 

field and, on his way back, as he neared the house, he heard the sound of music and dancing. He 

called one of the servants and asked what this might mean. The servant said to him, ‘Your brother 

has returned and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him back safe and 

sound.’ He became angry, and when he refused to enter the house, his father came out and ple-

aded with him. He said to his father in reply, ‘Look, all these years I served you and not once did I 

disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on with my friends. But 

when your son returns who swallowed up your property with prostitutes, for him you slaughter the 

fattened calf.’ He said to him, ‘My son, you are here with me always; everything I have is yours. But 

now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; 

he was lost and has been found.’”                        

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

GOSPEL                  LK 15:1-3, 11-32 
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OFFERTORY SONG - COME UNTO JESUS (PÓJDŹ DO JEZUSA) 

Come unto Jesus, come while you may;      Come O my child now, come heed His call, 

Hear how He calls you, come now this day. Give Him your heart, your love and your all. 

How he does love you, follow His way,  He shall uplift you, lest you should fall, 

Gently He calls you, Come!   Gently He calls you, Come! 

  

Ref: Lo, the vision wondrous to behold! 

        He would save us from this sinful world. 

        To heaven’s blessed glory untold, 

        O dearest Lord we come!   
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FINAL HYMN - PEOPLE, MY PEOPLE 

Ref. People, my people, how have I betrayed you? 

 How have I grieved you, How could I have failed you? 

 

1. For I have saved you from the might of Pharoah, 

But now you lead me to the cross to suffer. 

  

2. For I have raised you over ev’ry nation, 

Now you would have me bear shame and crucifixion. 

  

3. Freely I led you to lands of milk and honey; 

You lead me forth to die on a cross to shame me.  

COMMUNION SONG - HALLOWED BE FOREVER (BĄDŹŻE POZDROWIONA) 

Hallowed be forever, Living Host Divine, 

In which Christ our Savior hidden is sublime. 
  

REF:  Hail Thou Jesus, Son of Mary,  

 Thou art God eternal, Won'drous mystery.  
  

Hallowed be forever, Thou Angelic Bread, 

Sacrament Most Holy, by which we are fed. 
  

Hallowed be forever, Shepherd Crucified,  

For us Thou didst suffer, for us Thou hast died. 
  

Hallowed be forever, ris'n in victory,  

In this Bread Most Holy we would worship Thee.    


