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ADMINISTRATOR - Rev. Adam Piekarzewski 

HOLY MASS 

• 10.00 am  
- in English (po angielsku) 

 

MASS  
INTENTIONS 

If you would like to have 
a Mass said for a particular 
intention, you must stop by 
the Parish Office or the sacri-
sty in the Church before/after 
Sunday mass. Masses can be 
said for a deceased person or 
as a special intention for the 
living. You may reserve a Sun-
day of your choice, and your 
intention will be published in 
the parish bulletin. 

We encourage you to offer  
a Mass on the occasion of  
a birthday, anniversary or 
special personal (family) need. 

 

WELCOME TO OUR COMMUNITY! 

Saint John the Baptist Parish of the Polish National Catholic Church has been 

an integral part of Manchester community for almost 90 years meeting the 

religious needs first for the Polish immigrants, and later for all residents of 

the Connecticut State. 

Consider joining us for Sunday Worship! For more than two thousand years, 

the Sunday Eucharist has been at the very heart of the life of the Christian 

Church. There is no substitute for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass! Everything 

we are and everything we do flows into and out of this act of Divine Worship. 

In addition, Catholics know that they must continually nourish their spiritual 

lives apart from Sunday Eucharist. Daily prayer, frequent reception of the 

sacraments, devotions, bible study, ongoing Christian formation and an active 

life of charity are the building blocks of what it means to be a CHRISTIAN-

CATHOLIC. You will find all of these activities in our parish and we encourage 

your participation. 

If you have questions or suggestions about the parish, you may contact us. 

Please feel free to stop by the Parish Office or to speak to one of the priests 

or lay members after Sunday Mass. 

You are very welcome to our community! 

    Fr. Adam Piekarzewski 

      Administrator 

March 24, 2019 
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Third Sunday of Lent 
 

Contemporary Mass: Mass Book p.63 

ENTRANCE HYMN - PEOPLE, MY PEOPLE 

Ref. People, my people, how have I betrayed you? 

 How have I grieved you, How could I have failed you? 

 

1. For I have saved you from the might of Pharoah, 

But now you lead me to the cross to suffer. 

  

2. For I have raised you over ev’ry nation, 

Now you would have me bear shame and crucifixion. 

  

3. Freely I led you to lands of milk and honey; 

You lead me forth to die on a cross to shame me.  

  

 

 

 
INTROIT  

C: For though the fig tree blossom not, nor fruit be on the 

vines, yet will I rejoice in the Lord and exult in my saving God. 

R: Happy the just, for it will be well with them, the fru-

it of their works they will eat. 

C: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy  

Spirit, 

R: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 

TODAY’S MASS  
INTENTION 

10 am 

For JEREMY WIERZBICKI 

(req. by Henry  

Wierzbicki) 

3/28 (Thursday) Bernice (Ruby) PASTULA - lifelong member of St. John’s, sister of 

 Georgie LaFranchise has recently passed away. Parishioners are invited to 

 attend Calling Hours on Thursday (03/28) from 10.00-11.00 am at the Watkins 

 Funeral Home (142 E Center St, Manchester). Ceremony at the grave site 11.30 

 am at St. John’s cemetery. Memorial contributions in Ruby’s name may be 

 made to St. John’s. 

3/29 (Friday) Stations of the Cross at 5pm. 5-6.30pm - Pierogi&Golabki Sale in our 

 church hall. 

3/30 (Saturday) Healing Prayer Service at 3 pm. This is a powerful  church  service 

 of bringing God’s healing power into the lives of those who are suffering from 

 illness, physical disabilities, grief, fear, and mental or spiritual health issues. If 

 you suffer physically or spiritually come to experience the healing power of 

 Jesus! INVITE YOUR FRIENDS! 

3/31 (Sunday) Bitter Lamentations will be sung in our church every Sunday of Lent 

 at 9.40am (in English) & 11.40am (in Polish). Come before the Mass to join this 

 moving and very traditional Polish Lenten devotion. 

• Lenten Community Resolution: 3 Easter Gift Baskets which are going to be pre-

pared and donated to 3 families in need before the Easter time. Please, choose a 

product you want to buy and cross it out from the list at the altar of St. Joseph. 

Bring the product and place it in the box. We also collect other items which can be 

offered to families in need. Deadline: April 7 (Passion Sunday). 

• Community Project for 2019: fence around the backyard of the rectory. A fundrais-

ing goal for this project is $5,000. Even if you can’t make a large gift, know that eve-

ry little bit helps! Thank you for your generosity! Up to now we’ve raised $4,250. 

• Lent is a very special time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. We would like to re-

mind you about the possibility to offer a Holy Mass in your own, particular inten-

tion. Take one of the envelopes from the back of the Church, write down your in-

tention and return it to Fr. Adam or mail it to St. John’s. 
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COMMUNITY COMING EVENTS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

Today’s readings speak to the catechumens who are preparing 

for baptism. The Scriptures reveal how God cares for those 

who, like Moses and the Samaritan women, have faith and 

hope in the Word of God and live it. St. Francis de Sales notes: 

“Moses’ faith in God’s Word allowed him to use his rod to ma-

ke water flow from the rock. Attentiveness to God’s Word is 

necessary to sustain us in our responsibilities in this world. 

Our entire good lies in accepting the truth of God’s Word and 

persevering in it. In the Eucharist we are nourished by the Divi-

ne Word made flesh.” 

We need to grow in God’s Word. Even outside of your prayer, 

keep yourself as if you were in prayer. Renew yourself 

throughout the day with thoughts of God’s infinite goodness. 

Good reading, too, helps the heart come alive and gain new 

strength and vigor. 

Yet, we also ought to nourish and strengthen the divine word 

by opening our hearts. We must remain attentive and reflect 

on what God has to say to us in the depths of our hearts. We 

must digest the divine word so that it becomes a part of us in 

such a way that we are nourished and strengthened by it. 

Then, like Jesus, we will put our words into action. We will car-

ry out what we are taught, discerning carefully the needs at 

hand. 

Our Savior desires that we have great confidence in Divine 

Providence. All who trust in God always reap the fruits of this 

confidence. Our Savior takes tender care of those who have a 

great willingness to abandon to Him their weariness and 

anxious care of advancing in holiness. 

We may question whether we will always have the will to ple-

ase God during our entire life. Alas! There is nothing so weak 

and changeable as we are. So let us frequently place our good 

intention before the Lord, who will strengthen our willingness 

as often as is necessary, so that we have sufficient determina-

tion to live God’s Word in this life.   
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GOSPEL REFLECTION 
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A reading from the first Letter of St. 

Paul to the Corinthians. 

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers 

and sisters, that our ancestors were all un-

der the cloud and all passed through the 

sea, and all of them were baptized into Mo-

ses in the cloud and in the sea. 

All ate the same spiritual food, and all drank 

the same spiritual drink, for they drank from 

a spiritual rock that followed them, and the 

rock was the Christ. Yet God was not plea-

sed with most of them, for they were struck 

down in the desert. 

These things happened as examples for us,  

so that we might not desire evil things, as 

they did. Do not grumble as some of them 

did, and suffered death by the destroyer. 

These things happened to them as an exam-

ple, and they have been written down as a 

warning to us, upon whom the end of the 

ages has come. Therefore, whoever thinks 

he is standing secure should take care not 

to fall.                    

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

       Thanks be to God.  

READING 1        EX 3:1-8A, 13-15 

READING 2  1 COR 10:1-6, 10-12 

A reading from the book of Exodus. 

Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, 

the priest of Midian. Leading the flock across the de-

sert, he came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There an 

angel of the LORD appeared to Moses in fire flaming 

out of a bush. As he looked on, he was surprised to see 

that the bush, though on fire, was not consumed. So 

Moses decided, “I must go over to look at this remarka-

ble sight, and see why the bush is not burned.”  

When the LORD saw him coming over to look at it more 

closely, God called out to him from the bush, “Moses! 

Moses!” He answered, “Here I am.” God said, “Come 

no nearer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the 

place where you stand is holy ground. I am the God of 

your fathers, “ he continued, “the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, the God of Jacob.” Moses hid his face, for 

he was afraid to look at God. But the LORD said, 

“I have witnessed the affliction of my people in Egypt 

and have heard their cry of complaint against their 

slave drivers, so I know well what they are suffering. 

Therefore I have come down to rescue them from the 

hands of the Egyptians and lead them out of that land 

into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk 

and honey.” Moses said to God, “But when I go to the 

Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has 

sent me to you,’ if they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ 

what am I to tell them?” God replied, “I am who am.” 

Then he added, “This is what you shall tell the Israeli-

tes: I AM sent me to you.” God spoke further to Moses, 

“Thus shall you say to the Israelites: The LORD, the God 

of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 

the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. “This is my name 

forever; thus am I to be remembered through all gene-

rations.”          

          This is the Word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                         PS 103 
„The Lord is merciful and gracious.” 



A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Glory be to You, Lord. 

Some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with 

the blood of their sacrifices. Jesus said to them in reply, "Do you think that because 

these Galileans suffered in this way they were greater sinners than all other Galile-

ans? By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they 

did! Or those eighteen people who were killed when the tower at Siloam fell on 

them— do you think they were more guilty than everyone else who lived in Jerusa-

lem? By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they 

did!" 

And he told them this parable: "There once was a person who had a fig tree plan-

ted in his orchard, and when he came in search of fruit on it but found none, he 

said to the gardener, 'For three years now I have come in search of fruit on this fig 

tree but have found none. So cut it down. Why should it exhaust the soil?' 

He said to him in reply, 'Sir, leave it for this year also, and I shall cultivate the gro-

und around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future. If not you can cut it 

down.'"                       

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

HYMN TO THE HOLY SPIRIT - SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me!   / x2 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me! 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me! 

GOSPEL                  LK 13:1-9 
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OFFERTORY SONG - O, MY JESUS 
 

1 O, my Jesus, knelt in anguish 

On that night of pain and grief. 

Lo, an angel soothes Your sorrow, 

Brings unto Your soul relief. 

 

Come, my Jesus, Come, my Jesus, 

Come, my Jesus, hear my pray’r. 

Grant me, Lord, Your grief to share.  

 

 

2 O, my Jesus, how You suffer, 

From the piercing thorny crown. 

Your most holy face is crimson 

As your head in blood does drown. 

 

3 O, my Jesus, they have tied You, 

With such force to the flogging post. 

Whipped and tortured, flagellated, 

For our sins You became the Host.  
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FINAL HYMN - HOLY CROSS 

1 Holy Cross, O Tree all beauteous, Tree all peerless and divine! 

No grove on the earth can show us Such a flow’r and leaf as thine! 

Precious nails and precious the wood On which hung our dying Lord. 

 

2. Lofty tree bend down thy branches, To embrace thy sacred burden; 

Relax, oh, relax the tension Of that all too rigid wood. 

Gently, gently bear the members Of thy dying King and God. 

 

3. Tree which solely wast found worthy the world’s victim to sustain; 

Harbor from the raging tempest, Ark that saved the world again! 

Tree with sacred blood anointed of the Lamb for sinners slain. 

COMMUNION SONG - AMAZING GRACE 

Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found 

Was blind but now I see. 

  

T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear 

And Grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 

  

 

 

 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures.   


