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FINANCIAL SECRETARY - Edwin Koski 

DIRECTORS - Stephen Lukas Jr., Nancy McHugh 
 

PARISH COMMITTEE  

meets normally once a month. 

 

PASTOR EMERITUS  
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PARISH ORGANISATION 

BAPTISMS:  must be arranged in person 

MARRIAGES:   6 months prior arrangement 

CONFESSIONS:  by appointment 

SICK VISITS:   by appointment 

FUNERALS:   family should contact Fr. Adam as soon as possible 

If you have a family member or a friend in the hospital or sick  

at home wishing a pastoral visit, notify Fr. Adam as soon as possible to sche-

dule a visit.  

SACRAMENTS 

SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 
POLISH NATIONAL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
23 Golway Street, Manchester, CT 06042 
Official website: www.saintjohnspncc.com 
Facebook: John the Baptist, Manchester CT 
Rectory phone: 860-643-5906  
 

ADMINISTRATOR - Rev. Adam Piekarzewski 

HOLY MASS 

• 10.00 am  
- in English (po angielsku) 

• 12.00 pm  
- in Polish (po polsku) 

MASS  
INTENTIONS 

If you would like to have 
a Mass said for a particular 
intention, you must stop by 
the Parish Office or the sacri-
sty in the Church before/after 
Sunday mass. Masses can be 
said for a deceased person or 
as a special intention for the 
living. You may reserve a Sun-
day of your choice, and your 
intention will be published in 
the parish bulletin. 

We encourage you to offer  
a Mass on the occasion of  
a birthday, anniversary or 
special personal (family) need. 

 

WELCOME TO OUR COMMUNITY! 

Saint John the Baptist Parish of the Polish National Catholic Church has been 

an integral part of Manchester community for almost 90 years meeting the 

religious needs first for the Polish immigrants, and later for all residents of 

the Connecticut State. 

Consider joining us for Sunday Worship! For more than two thousand years, 

the Sunday Eucharist has been at the very heart of the life of the Christian 

Church. There is no substitute for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass! Everything 

we are and everything we do flows into and out of this act of Divine Worship. 

In addition, Catholics know that they must continually nourish their spiritual 

lives apart from Sunday Eucharist. Daily prayer, frequent reception of the 

sacraments, devotions, bible study, ongoing Christian formation and an active 

life of charity are the building blocks of what it means to be a CHRISTIAN-

CATHOLIC. You will find all of these activities in our parish and we encourage 

your participation. 

If you have questions or suggestions about the parish, you may contact us. 

Please feel free to stop by the Parish Office or to speak to one of the priests 

or lay members after Sunday Mass. 

You are very welcome to our community! 

    Fr. Adam Piekarzewski 

      Administrator 

March 10, 2019 
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First Sunday of Lent 
 

Contemporary Mass: Mass Book p.63 

ENTRANCE HYMN - FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS 

1 Forty days and forty nights 

you were fasting in the wild;  

forty days and forty nights 

tempted, and yet undefiled. 

  

2 Shall not we your sorrow share 

and from worldly joys abstain, 

fasting with unceasing pray’r, 

strong with you to suffer pain? 

  

3 Then if Satan on us press, 

flesh or spirit to assail, 

victor in the wilderness, 

grant that we not faint nor fail!  

  

 

 

 
INTROIT  

C: Proclaim a fast, call an assembly; Gather the elders, all 

who dwell in the land, 

R: Into the house of the Lord, your God, and cry to the 

Lord! 

C: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy  

Spirit, 

R: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 

TODAY’S MASS  
INTENTION 

10 am 

For JERYL LYNN DICKSON 

(req. by Richard Dickson) 

TODAY’S MASS  
INTENTION 

12 pm 

O jak najlepsze duchowe 

owoce Wielkiego Postu 

dla wszystkich parafian.  

3/10 (Sunday) As we celebrate the Institution of the Polish National Catholic 

 Church, the second collection is held today for the National Church Center in  

 Scranton, PA. 

3/13 (Wednesday) Parish Committee meeting in the church hall at 10am. 

3/15 (Friday) Stations of the Cross at 5pm. 5-6.30pm - Pierogi&Golabki Sale in our 

 church hall. 

3/17 (Sunday) Bitter Lamentations will be sung in our church every Sunday of Lent 

 at 9.40am (in English) & 11.40am (in Polish). Come before the Mass to join this 

 moving and very traditional Polish Lenten devotion. 

• Lenten Community Resolution: 3 Easter Gift Baskets which are going to be pre-

pared and donated to 3 families in need before the Easter time. Please, choose a 

product you want to buy and cross it out from the list at the altar of St. Joseph. 

Bring the product and place it in the box. We also collect other items which can be 

offered to families in need. Deadline: April 7 (Passion Sunday). 

• Community Project for 2019: fence around the backyard of the rectory. A fundrais-

ing goal for this project is $5,000. You will find “FENCE FUND” envelopes in the back 

of the church – you can mail it back to us with cash or check payable to: St. John 

the Baptist Church – Fence Fund. Even if you can’t make a large gift, know that eve-

ry little bit helps! Thank you for your generosity! Up to now we’ve raised $3,750. 

• Lent is a very special time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. We would like to re-

mind you about the possibility to offer a Holy Mass in your own, particular inten-

tion. Take one of the envelopes from the back of the Church, write down your in-

tention and return it to Fr. Adam or mail it to St. John’s. 
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COMMUNITY COMING EVENTS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

 What a painful experience for Jesus.  If you really think about 

this, it can be difficult to understand…at least at first. 

Jesus, the Son of God, the Messiah, the Creator of the Univer-

se, the great I AM, the second Person of the Most Holy Trinity, 

is in the desert, suffering for forty days while He is tempted by 

the devil and living among the wild beasts.  Why in the world 

would He do this and why would God the Father allow it to 

happen?  And what’s more, it says that it was actually the Holy 

Spirit who drove Jesus into the desert to experience this pain-

ful 40 days!   

Perhaps we rarely reflect upon all that Jesus endured and all 

that He suffered in His human life.  Sure, we think about the 

Crucifixion at times but even that is often overshadowed by 

our knowledge that He rose.  It’s easy to miss the suffering He 

went through throughout His life.  And it’s easy to miss the 

reason He went through all that He did go through in His hu-

manity. 

So what’s it all about?  It’s about love for us all.  It’s about God 

loving us so much that He was willing to endure every form of 

hardship and human suffering that enters into our lives.  It’s 

about God being able to look us square in the face and say, 

“Yes, I do understand what you’re going through…I really 

do.”  This is love.  It’s a love so deep that God Himself was wil-

ling to experience our weaknesses and pain so that He would 

be able to meet us there, console us in the midst of whatever 

we are going through, and gently lift us out of it to the new life 

He has in store for us.  Again, this is Love!   
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GOSPEL REFLECTION 
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A reading from the Letter of St. Paul 

to the Romans. 

Brothers and sisters: 

What does Scripture say? 

The word is near you, in your mouth and in 

your heart —that is, the word of faith that 

we preach—, for, if you confess with your 

mouth that Jesus is Lord  

and believe in your heart that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved. 

For one believes with the heart and so is 

justified, and one confesses with the mouth 

and so is saved. 

For the Scripture says,  

No one who believes in him will be put to 

shame. For there is no distinction between 

Jew and Greek;  

the same Lord is Lord of all, 

enriching all who call upon him. 

For "everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved."                  

        

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

       Thanks be to God.  

READING 1                DT 26:4-10 

READING 2        ROM 10:8-13 

A reading from the book of Deuterono-

my. 

Moses spoke to the people, saying:  

"The priest shall receive the basket from you  

and shall set it in front of the altar of the LORD, 

your God. Then you shall declare before the Lord, 

your God, 'My father was a wandering Aramean  

who went down to Egypt with a small household  

and lived there as an alien. 

But there he became a nation  

great, strong, and numerous. 

When the Egyptians maltreated and oppressed 

us, imposing hard labor upon us,  

we cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers,  

and he heard our cry 

and saw our affliction, our toil, and our 

oppression. 

He brought us out of Egypt 

with his strong hand and outstretched arm, 

with terrifying power, with signs and wonders; 

and bringing us into this country, 

he gave us this land flowing with milk and honey. 

Therefore, I have now brought you the firstfruits 

of the products of the soil  

which you, O LORD, have given me.' 

And having set them before the Lord, your God,  

you shall bow down in his presence."        

          This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                         PS 91 
„Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble.” 



A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Glory be to You, Lord. 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit 

into the desert for forty days, to be tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during 

those days, and when they were over he was hungry. The devil said to him, "If you 

are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread." Jesus answered him,  

"It is written, One does not live on bread alone." Then he took him up and showed 

him all the kingdoms of the world in a single instant. The devil said to him, 

"I shall give to you all this power and glory; for it has been handed over to me, and 

I may give it to whomever I wish. All this will be yours, if you worship me." 

Jesus said to him in reply, "It is written: You shall worship the Lord, your God, 

and him alone shall you serve." Then he led him to Jerusalem, made him stand on 

the parapet of the temple, and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw your-

self down from here, for it is written: He will command his angels concerning you, 

to guard you, and: With their hands they will support you, lest you dash your foot 

against a stone." Jesus said to him in reply, "It also says, You shall not put the Lord, 

your God, to the test." When the devil had finished every temptation, he departed 

from him for a time.                     

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

HYMN TO THE HOLY SPIRIT - SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me!   / x2 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me! 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me! 

GOSPEL                  LK 4:1-13 
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OFFERTORY SONG - O, MY JESUS 
 

1 O, my Jesus, knelt in anguish 

On that night of pain and grief. 

Lo, an angel soothes Your sorrow, 

Brings unto Your soul relief. 

 

Come, my Jesus, Come, my Jesus, 

Come, my Jesus, hear my pray’r. 

Grant me, Lord, Your grief to share.  

 

 

2 O, my Jesus, how You suffer, 

From the piercing thorny crown. 

Your most holy face is crimson 

As your head in blood does drown. 

 

3 O, my Jesus, they have tied You, 

With such force to the flogging post. 

Whipped and tortured, flagellated, 

For our sins You became the Host.  
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FINAL HYMN - JESUS CHRIST, OUR LORD AND SAVIOR (JEZU CHRYSTE, PANIE MIŁY) 

1 Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,  3. Then the Lord His last words speaking. 

Lamb of God so wont to suffer;   Slumped His head as life was leaving. 

You did bear Your heavy cross in anguish, Mother, Mother for her son lamenting; 

For the sins in which all men would languish. Barely living, standing there and grieving. 

 

2 Weep, O man, for His sad station, 

How He suffers degradation. 

Jesus, Jesus on the cross is dying, 

Sunlight’s brilliance now in darkness lying. 

COMMUNION SONG - I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE 

I am the bread of life.               The bread that I will give 

He who comes to me shall not hunger;             is my flesh for the life of the world, 

he who believes in me shall not thirst.             and he who eats of this bread,  

No one can come to me               he shall live for ever,  

unless the Father draw him.   he shall live for ever. 

 

Ref: And I will raise him up, 

and I will raise him up, 

and I will raise him up on the last day.  


