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PARISH COMMITTEE  
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PARISH ORGANISATION 

BAPTISMS:  must be arranged in person 

MARRIAGES:   6 months prior arrangement 

CONFESSIONS:  by appointment 

SICK VISITS:   by appointment 

FUNERALS:   family should contact Fr. Adam as soon as possible 

If you have a family member or a friend in the hospital or sick  

at home wishing a pastoral visit, notify Fr. Adam as soon as possible to sche-

dule a visit.  

SACRAMENTS 

SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 
POLISH NATIONAL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
23 Golway Street, Manchester, CT 06042 
Official website: www.saintjohnspncc.com 
Facebook: John the Baptist, Manchester CT 
Rectory phone: 860-643-5906  
 

ADMINISTRATOR - Rev. Adam Piekarzewski 

HOLY MASS 

• 10.00 am  
- in English (po angielsku) 

• 12.00 pm  
- in Polish (po polsku) 

MASS  
INTENTIONS 

If you would like to have 
a Mass said for a particular 
intention, you must stop by 
the Parish Office or the sacri-
sty in the Church before/after 
Sunday mass. Masses can be 
said for a deceased person or 
as a special intention for the 
living. You may reserve a Sun-
day of your choice, and your 
intention will be published in 
the parish bulletin. 

We encourage you to offer  
a Mass on the occasion of  
a birthday, anniversary or 
special personal (family) need. 

 

WELCOME TO OUR COMMUNITY! 

Saint John the Baptist Parish of the Polish National Catholic Church has been 

an integral part of Manchester community for almost 90 years meeting the 

religious needs first for the Polish immigrants, and later for all residents of 

the Connecticut State. 

Consider joining us for Sunday Worship! For more than two thousand years, 

the Sunday Eucharist has been at the very heart of the life of the Christian 

Church. There is no substitute for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass! Everything 

we are and everything we do flows into and out of this act of Divine Worship. 

In addition, Catholics know that they must continually nourish their spiritual 

lives apart from Sunday Eucharist. Daily prayer, frequent reception of the 

sacraments, devotions, bible study, ongoing Christian formation and an active 

life of charity are the building blocks of what it means to be a CHRISTIAN-

CATHOLIC. You will find all of these activities in our parish and we encourage 

your participation. 

If you have questions or suggestions about the parish, you may contact us. 

Please feel free to stop by the Parish Office or to speak to one of the priests 

or lay members after Sunday Mass. 

You are very welcome to our community! 

    Fr. Adam Piekarzewski 

      Administrator 

March 3, 2019 
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Quinquagesima Sunday 
 

Contemporary Mass: Mass Book p.63 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN - MORNING HYMN (KIEDY RANNE) 

Lord, this morn we raise our voices  

As the world in song rejoices. 

All the works of Your creation 

Join to sing in adoration.  
  

You have formed us, God our Savior, 

Overwhelmed us with Your favor. 

Blessed with gifts beyond all measure, 

May we praise You now and ever. 
  

At the moment we awaken, 

We will call to God in heaven 

When we call Him He will hear us, 

When we seek Him He is near us.  

 

 

 
INTROIT  

C: Grant me justice, Lord! I have walked without blame. In 

the Lord I have trusted; I have not faltered. 

R: Test me, Lord, and try me; search my heart and 

mind. Your love is before my eyes; I walk guided by 

your faithfulness. 

C: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy  

Spirit, 

R: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 

TODAY’S MASS  
INTENTION 

10 am 

For JACQUELINE  

GIROUARD - new mem-

ber of St. John’s parish 

community! 

TODAY’S MASS  
INTENTION 

12 pm 

O dobre rozpoczęcie i 

przeżycie czasu Wielkie-

go Postu dla wszystkich 

parafian.  

3/3 (Sunday) We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the parishioners 

 who contributed with their hard work to the success of yesterday’s Polish 

 Dinner. It was a wonderful parish event attended by a lot of people. A special 

 THANK YOU goes to Joseph Bednarz, Nancy McHugh, Georgie LaFranchise,  

 Bogusława&Alexandra Dziura and Magda Piekarzewska. 

3/3 (Sunday) First Sunday of the month. Special collection will be held today for 

 the Mission Fund of the PNCC. Thank you for your generosity! 

3/6 (Ash Wednesday) Holy Mass with imposition of ashes at 5pm. The season of 

 Lent begins. 

3/8 (Friday) Stations of the Cross at 5pm. 5-6.30pm - Pierogi&Golabki Sale in our 

 church hall. 

3/10 (Sunday) Bitter Lamentations will be sung in our church every Sunday of Lent 

 at 9.40am (in English) & 11.40am (in Polish). Come before the Mass to join this 

 moving and very traditional Polish Lenten devotion. 

• Community Project for 2019: fence around the backyard of the rectory. A fundrais-

ing goal for this project is $5,000. You will find “FENCE FUND” envelopes in the back 

of the church – you can mail it back to us with cash or check payable to: St. John 

the Baptist Church – Fence Fund. Even if you can’t make a large gift, know that eve-

ry little bit helps! Thank you for your generosity! Up to now we’ve raised $2,500. 

• Lent is a very special time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. We would like to re-

mind you about the possibility to offer a Holy Mass in your own, particular inten-

tion. Take one of the envelopes from the back of the Church, write down your in-

tention and return it to Fr. Adam or mail it to St. John’s. 
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COMMUNITY COMING EVENTS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

 Everything we have is a gift from God to be used for His honor 

and glory. This includes the gift of speech and, even more bro-

adly, all forms of modern-day communication — email, text, 

Twitter, Facebook and the rest. What comes forth from our 

mouths, or keyboard, or phone, is a reflection of what is in our 

minds and hearts. Our ability to communicate with each other 

is itself a gift that we must steward well. 

In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus reminds us, “No disciple is 

superior to the teacher; but when fully trained, every disciple 

will be like his teacher.” We must therefore be trained by Je-

sus our teacher so that our minds and hearts will be aligned 

with His mind and heart, and our speech (and actions for that 

matter) will reflect His goodness. 

How do we obtain this training? Thankfully, we have an abun-

dance of supernatural “training materials” at our disposal. 

First and foremost, we can spend time with the Teacher, our 

Lord: we can study His life through reading the Scriptures, and 

we can listen and speak with Him in quiet, regular times of 

prayer. We can find healing and strength during our monthly 

Healing Prayer Services. Amazingly, we can partake of His Bo-

dy and Blood in the Eucharist. 

The more intentionally and frequently we make use of these 

means, the more we will become like our Teacher and Lord. 

Then, all that we do and say (and tweet and post) will bring 

others closer to Him. This is the life’s work of Christian. It is 

privileged work indeed.   
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GOSPEL REFLECTION 

3 

A reading from the First Letter of St. 

Paul to the Corinthians. 

Brothers and sisters: 

When this which is corruptible clothes itself 

with incorruptibility 

and this which is mortal clothes itself with 

immortality, 

then the word that is written shall come 

about: 

 Death is swallowed up in victory. 

Where, O death, is your victory? 

Where, O death, is your sting? 

The sting of death is sin, 

and the power of sin is the law. 

But thanks be to God who gives us the victo-

ry through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, 

be firm, steadfast, always fully devoted to 

the work of the Lord, knowing that in the 

Lord your labor is not in vain.                 

        

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

       Thanks be to God.  

READING 1                SIR 27:4-7 

READING 2        1 COR 15:54-58 

A reading from the first book of Sirach. 

When a sieve is shaken, the husks 

appear; so do one's faults when one spe-

aks. As the test of what the potter molds 

is in the furnace, so in tribulation is the 

test of the just. 

The fruit of a tree shows the care it has 

had; so too does one's speech disclose 

the bent of one's mind. 

Praise no one before he speaks, 

for it is then that people are tested.       

      

 

 

 

 

     This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                         PS 92 
„Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.” 



A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Glory be to You, Lord. 

Jesus told his disciples a parable, "Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will not 

both fall into a pit? No disciple is superior to the teacher; but when fully trained, 

every disciple will be like his teacher. Why do you notice the splinter in your 

brother's eye, but do not perceive the wooden beam in your own? How can you 

say to your brother, 'Brother, let me remove that splinter in your eye,' when you 

do not even notice the wooden beam in your own eye? You hypocrite!  Remove 

the wooden beam from your eye first; then you will see clearly to remove the splin-

ter in your brother's eye.  

"A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit. 

For every tree is known by its own fruit. For people do not pick figs from thornbus-

hes, nor do they gather grapes from brambles. A good person out of the store of 

goodness in his heart produces good, but an evil person out of a store of evil pro-

duces evil; for from the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks."                    

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

HYMN TO THE HOLY SPIRIT - SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me!   / x2 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me! 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me! 

GOSPEL                  LK 6:39-45 
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OFFERTORY SONG - HOLY GOD WE PRAISE THY 

NAME 

1 Holy God, we praise your name;  

Lord of all, we bow before you;  

all on earth your scepter claim, 

all in heav'n above adore you.  

Infinite your vast domain, 

everlasting is your reign.  

 

2 Hark, the loud celestial hymn  

angel choirs above are raising;  

cherubim and seraphim 

in unceasing chorus praising, 

fill the heav'ns with sweet accord:  

"Holy, holy, holy Lord."  

 

3 Lo! the apostolic train  

join your sacred name to hallow;  

prophets swell the glad refrain,  

and the white-robed martyrs follow;  

and from morn to set of sun,  

through the church the song goes on.   
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FINAL HYMN - BARKA 

Lord, when you came to the seashore            Lord, have you need of my labor, 

you weren't seeking the wise or the wealthy,          hands for service, a heart made for loving 

but only asking that I might follow.            my arms for lifting the poor and broken? 

  

Ref: Oh Lord, in my eyes you were gazing  

 Kindly smiling, my name you were saying,  

 All I treasured, I have left on the sand there  

 Close to you, I will find other seas.  
  

COMMUNION SONG - I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE 

I am the bread of life.               The bread that I will give 

He who comes to me shall not hunger;             is my flesh for the life of the world, 

he who believes in me shall not thirst.             and he who eats of this bread,  

No one can come to me               he shall live for ever,  

unless the Father draw him.   he shall live for ever. 

 

Ref: And I will raise him up, 

and I will raise him up, 

and I will raise him up on the last day.  


