
ADMINISTRATOR 

- Rev. Adam Piekarzewski - fr.adam@mail.com 
 

PASTOR EMERITUS  

- Rev. Henry Smolinski - henryksmoct@juno.com 
 

PARISH COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN - Joseph Bednarz 

VICE-CHAIRMAN - ??? 

SECRETARY - Harriett Zawistowski 

CO-SECRETARY - Roberta Dekker 

TREASURER - Georgianna LaFranchise 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY - Edwin Koski 
 

PARISH COMMITTEE  

meets normally every 2nd Sunday of the month.  

PARISH ORGANISATION 

BAPTISMS:  must be arranged in person 

MARRIAGES:   6 months prior arrangement 

CONFESSIONS:  by appointment 

SICK VISITS:   by appointment 

FUNERALS:   family should contact Fr. Adam as soon as possible 

If you have a family member or a friend in the hospital or sick  

at home wishing a pastoral visit, notify Fr. Adam as soon as possible to sche-

dule a visit.  

SACRAMENTS 

SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 
POLISH NATIONAL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
23 Golway Street, Manchester, CT 06042 
Official website: www.saintjohnspncc.wordpress.com 
Facebook: St.John the Baptizer PNC Church in CT 
Rectory phone: 860-643-5906  
 

ADMINISTRATOR - Rev. Adam Piekarzewski 

HOLY MASS 

• 9.00 am  
- in English (po angielsku) 

• 11.00 am  
- in Polish (po polsku) 

MASS  
INTENTIONS 

If you would like to have 
a Mass said for a particular 
intention, you must stop by 
the Parish Office or the sacri-
sty in the Church before/after 
Sunday mass. Masses can be 
said for a deceased person or 
as a special intention for the 
living. You may reserve a Sun-
day of your choice, and your 
intention will be published in 
the parish bulletin. 

We encourage you to offer  
a Mass on the occasion of  
a birthday, anniversary or 
special personal (family) need. 

 

WELCOME TO OUR COMMUNITY! 

Saint John the Baptist Parish of the Polish National Catholic Church has been 

an integral part of Manchester community for almost 90 years meeting the 

religious needs first for the Polish immigrants, and later for all residents of 

the Connecticut State. 

Consider joining us for Sunday Worship! For more than two thousand years, 

the Sunday Eucharist has been at the very heart of the life of the Christian 

Church. There is no substitute for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass! Everything 

we are and everything we do flows into and out of this act of Divine Worship. 

In addition, Catholics know that they must continually nourish their spiritual 

lives apart from Sunday Eucharist. Daily prayer, frequent reception of the 

sacraments, devotions, bible study, ongoing Christian formation and an active 

life of charity are the building blocks of what it means to be a CHRISTIAN-

CATHOLIC. You will find all of these activities in our parish and we encourage 

your participation. 

If you have questions or suggestions about the parish, you may contact us. 

Please feel free to stop by the Parish Office or to speak to one of the priests 

or lay members after Sunday Mass. 

You are very welcome to our community! 

    Fr. Adam Piekarzewski 

      Administrator 

September 2, 2018 
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Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Contemporary Mass: Mass Book p.63 

ENTRANCE HYMN - COME UNTO JESUS 

Come unto Jesus, come while you may; 

Hear how He calls you, come now this day. 

How he does love you, follow His way, 

Gently He calls you, Come! 
 

Ref: Lo, the vision wondrous to behold! 

 He would save us from this sinful world. 

 To heaven’s blessed glory untold, 

 O dearest Lord we come! 
 

Come O my child now, come heed His call, 

Give Him your heart, your love and your all. 

He shall uplift you, lest you should fall, 

Gently He calls you, Come!  
 

(ref) 

 
INTROIT  

C: The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul; 

The decree of the Lord is trustworthy, giving wisdom 

to the simple. 

R: The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 

heart; The command of the Lord is clear, enlighte-

ning the eye. 

C: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Spirit, 

R: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 

be, world without end. Amen. 

TODAY’S MASS  
INTENTION 

11 am 

Za Polonię mieszkającą 

w Manchester i okolicy. 

O Boże błogosławień-

stwo dla każdej polskiej 

rodziny - szczególnie 

dzieci w rozpoczynają-

cym się roku szkolnym. 

TODAY’S MASS  
INTENTION 

9 am 

For all the victims of the 

II World War. We rem-

ber especially Polish fa-

milies and American sol-

diers who suffered du-

ring that terrible time. 

9/2 Today, as it is the first Sunday of the month, we have a Special Collection for the  

 Mission Fund. 

9/2 From this Sunday on we’re going to celebrate two Holy Masses on Sundays and 

 festive days - first, as usual 9 am Mass in English,  and the second Mass at  

 11 am  in Polish. 

9/5 Next Wednesday special Parish Committee meeting in the parish hall at 10 am. 

9/9 Next Sunday, September 9, Bishop Paul Sobiechowski is going to officially  

 appoint Fr. Adam as an administrator of our parish. The celebration of the Holy 

 Mass will take place in the church at 3 pm. THERE WILL BE NO MASS at 9 am! 

 The reception in the church hall will follow the ceremony. All parishoners  and 

 guests are very welcome! 

• We’re trying to reorganize our parish office at the rectory… If you would like to do-

nate any office supplies such as binders, folders, envelopes, pens, other office ba-

sics, please, bring them to Fr. Adam. 

• Thanks to Mr. Joseph Bednarz (Chairman of the Parish Committee) our parish has 

its own website already for several years: www.saintjohnspncc.com. Now, we’re 

trying to rebuild it to make it even more attractive and approachable. You can 

reach the new project here: www.saintjohnspncc.wordpress.com. If you have any 

suggestions about the new website or its content please let us know! 

• If you have any suggestions or improvements for our Sunday Bulletin, do not hesi-

tate to contact Fr. Adam. We’d like to have our bulletin friendly to the parishoners 

and guests. 
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COMMUNITY COMING EVENTS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

By the end of the passage for today, Jesus has 

turned the whole notion of consumption that de-

files on its head. While the list of sins in Mark 

7:21-22 provides nothing unexpected (we see si-

milar lists in Romans 1:29-31; Galatians 5:19-21, 

and 2 Timothy 3:2-5), it adds another layer of 

meaning to Jesus' message. Each of these parti-

cular vices is, in some way, a sin of consumption. 

Adultery, theft, avarice, envy, pride -- each of 

these springs from a desire to take, to grasp, to 

own, to devour. Here is something that this Mar-

kan passage and Augustine do have in common: 

the corruption of the human heart is rooted in 

desire baring its fangs. And this is why Jesus does 

not reject purity laws here. It turns out that our 

consumption (or lack thereof) does affect our he-

arts. If our desire for self-satisfaction is allowed 

to run rampant, we become insatiable consu-

mers: of things, of course, but also of pleasure, 

of people, even of our own energy. (How good 

do you actually feel after spending a day binge-

watching something on Netflix?) Practices like 

purity laws, therefore, are central to forming our 

hearts to desire in the right way: to desire as God 

desires. How do the practices in which we enga-

ge (or not) form our hearts to desire rightly, we 

who are living in the already/not yet of God's 

kingdom?  
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GOSPEL REFLECTION 

Dearest brothers and sisters: 

All good giving and every perfect gift is 

from above, coming down from the 

Father of lights, with whom there is no 

alteration or shadow caused by chan-

ge.  He willed to give us birth by the 

word of truth that we may be a kind of 

firstfruits of his creatures. Humbly wel-

come the word that has been planted 

in you and is able to save your souls. 

Be doers of the word and not hearers 

only, deluding yourselves. Religion that 

is pure and undefiled before God and 

the Father is this: to care for orphans 

and widows in their affliction and to 

keep oneself unstained by the world.  

READING 1                                            DT 4:1-2, 6-8 

READING 2                        JAS 1:17-18, 21B-22, 27 

Moses said to the people: 

"Now, Israel, hear the statutes and decre-

es which I am teaching you to observe, 

that you may live, and may enter in and 

take possession of the land which the 

LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving 

you. In your observance of the command-

ments of the LORD, your God, which I en-

join upon you, you shall not add to what I 

command you nor subtract from it.  

Observe them carefully, for thus will you 

give evidence of your wisdom and intelli-

gence to the nations, who will hear of all 

these statutes and say, 

'This great nation is truly a wise and intel-

ligent people.' 

For what great nation is there 

that has gods so close to it as the LORD, 

our God, is to us 

whenever we call upon him?  

Or what great nation has statutes and 

decrees 

that are as just as this whole law 

which I am setting before you today?"  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                                  PS 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5 
„The one who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord.” 
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GOSPEL                               MK 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

When the Pharisees with some scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus, 

they observed that some of his disciples ate their meals 

with unclean, that is, unwashed, hands.  

—For the Pharisees and, in fact, all Jews, 

do not eat without carefully washing their hands, 

keeping the tradition of the elders. 

And on coming from the marketplace  

they do not eat without purifying themselves.  

And there are many other things that they have traditionally observed, the purification of cups 

and jugs and kettles and beds. — So the Pharisees and scribes questioned him, 

"Why do your disciples not follow the tradition of the elders 

but instead eat a meal with unclean hands?"  

 

He responded, 

"Well did Isaiah prophesy about you hypocrites, as it is written: 

This people honors me with their lips, 

but their hearts are far from me; 

in vain do they worship me, 

teaching as doctrines human precepts. 

You disregard God's commandment but cling to human tradition." 

 

He summoned the crowd again and said to them, 

"Hear me, all of you, and understand.  

Nothing that enters one from outside can defile that person; 

but the things that come out from within are what defile. 

 

"From within people, from their hearts, 

come evil thoughts, unchastity, theft, murder, 

adultery, greed, malice, deceit, 

licentiousness, envy, blasphemy, arrogance, folly. 

All these evils come from within and they defile."  
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HYMN TO THE HOLY SPIRIT - SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me!   / x2 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me! 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me! 
 

 

 

FINAL HYMN - HERE I AM, LORD 

I, the Lord of sea and sky 

I have heard my people cry 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

My hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night 

I will make their darkness bright 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Ref:  Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

 I have heard you calling in the night 

 I will go, Lord, if you lead me 

 I will hold your people in my heart 

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain 

I have borne my people's pain 

I have wept for love of them 

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone 

Give them hearts for love alone 

I will speak my words to them 

Whom shall I send? 

 

(ref) 


